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Spring officially started Sunday, March  20

Spokane Public Schools

The Spring Equinox marks the
end of Winter and the beginning
of Spring. During this event there
is roughly twelve hours of light
and dark around the globe.
There will also be an increase of
sunlight up until the Summer
Solstice. This is a very significant
day for many cultures across the
world that can be traced back to
ancient times. 

In the northern hemisphere the
world comes back alive and all
the plants that retreated
underground and the trees that
have shed their leaves are
starting to create tiny buds to
start the cycle once more. This is
a time is rebirth and renewal. For
many Native American cultures,
the seasons also coincide with
certain traditions and beliefs. The
arrival of warmer weather signals
the return of animals and plants.

Beautiful greens roll across the
plains and mountains, and wildlife
forages in the area. Tribes recognize
this as the time to gather, confer
with one another and make
decisions that affect the community
as a whole. For our ancestors, these
gatherings decided who got to go
where, how adversarial tribes were
to be handled, and what new
resources were available. We hope
this new season brings you growth
and light!
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Native Graduation
Native Graduation is an opportunity for the community to
recognize and celebrate our local Native students
graduating with the Class of 2022. This is the 26th annual
graduation ceremony and will be hosted by Gonzaga this
year in a virtual format. Registration is now closed, but we
want to congratulate all Seniors and this momentous
achievement and look forward to seeing you grow after
high school.

The Seven Grandfather
Teachings

In our last newsletter we shared Native Education's
core values which have been adopted from the Seven
Grandfather Teachings. Every newsletter we will dive
deeper into each individual teaching. This month we
will focus on WISDOM which is represented by the
Beaver. The beaver uses their wisdom to do good, and
the wisdom serves a purpose when identifying your
gifts.  

The beaver has these huge front teeth that they use
to build dams and adapt their environment which
supports the ecosystem in which it lives. If the beaver
did not use its teeth, their teeth would become
overgrown and then the beaver would not be able to
eat. 

The beaver discovered their gift and then used that
gift in a good way that supported the earth and the
other creatures in the same environment. 

"Recognize your differences and the differences in
others in a kind and respectful way. Observe the life
and all the things around you, and listen with open
ears and a clear mind. Respect your own limitations
and the limitations of those that surround you. Grow
and live by wisdom (David Bouchard)". 

What gifts do you possess? How are you supporting
your child with discovering what their gifts are?  We as
caretakers have the responsibility of surfacing 
our children's brilliance, supporting 
the cultivation of those gifts, and making 
sure they are sharing that with the 
world.

Wisdom is represented by the beaver.

SAVE THE DATE
April 22, 2022 6-7 pm

Via Zoom
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Kindergarten registration is open
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SPS Kindergarten registration is now open and we want to
make sure that you are aware and have started the
registration process. If you have not yet started the
registration process there are many ways to register just
follow the link here to start the process!

NOTE: The priority window for kindergarten families to apply
to attend a school other than their assigned neighborhood
school closes March 31. By mid-April, families will find out
whether or not their student has been accepted based on
capacity or, for some programs, the lottery system.

Native Educations Parent Advisory Committee is a
requirement for Title VI grant. Committee Officers provide
guidance and insight on grant objectives and approve the
yearly budget. We normally meet once a month, but we are
adding an additional meeting geared towards community
engagement. During the April 27th meeting we will hold a
raffle  for new attendees and the prizes are two pairs of
beaded earrings!  We would like to hear what it is you need to
successfully contribute to your child's education. Hope to see
you there!

April 13 7-8    2022-23 SY budget discussion
April 27, 7-8   2022-23 SY Budget Vote
May 4, 7-8      Officer Vacancies
May 18, 7-8   Community Meeting: Content TBD
June 1, 7-8     Last PAC meeting of the year
June 15, 7-8   Potluck (If the PAC decides to)

Contact us!
Native Education Staff

Tamika LaMere: Coordinator
TamikaL@spokaneschools.org
(509)354-4633 

Courtney Larcom: Paraeducator
CourtneyL@spokaneschools.org
Lewis and Clark High School
North Central High School
Shadle Park High School
Rogers High School

Anna Eagle Bear: MTSS Specialist
Annae@spokaneschools.org
Shaw Middle School
Salk Middle School 
Curriculum and Professional Development

Nichole McDaniel: Native Student Support
Specialist
NicholeM@spokaneschools.org
Rogers High School

Seneca Landrie: Paraeducator
Seneca:@spokaneschools.org
Bemiss Elementary
Grant Elementary
Logan Elementary
Regal Elementary
Stevens Elementary

Want your student to participate
in Native education services?

 Complete a 506 Native Student
HERE
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Parent Advisory Committee
Meeting Schedule

https://www.spokaneschools.org/Page/5444
https://www.canva.com/design/DAE4Xopv6Uw/raMQdNDouy8VSXi18TY2Nw/view?utm_content=DAE4Xopv6Uw&utm_campaign=designshare&utm_medium=link&utm_source=homepage_design_menu







